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Upcoming Dates
Monday 6th December

9:30am Open morning for Year R prospective parents September 2022
Do you know someone looking for a Reception place for their child for
September 2022? If so, please direct them to this page on our website which
is full of useful information:
https://arkswift.org/join
If you have a child in Nursery and you are applying for a Reception place for
next September, please make sure you visit
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/children-and-young-people/schools-andcolleges/school-admissions/starting-school-reception-2022 to begin the
process. The deadline for applications is 15 January 2022. If you
require any help, please don’t hesitate to speak to a member of our
Leadership, Pastoral or EYFS teams.

Monday 6th-Friday 17th
December

Year 4 daily swimming lessons (an additional letter has been sent to Year 4
parents with further information)

Wednesday 8th December

9:15am Coffee morning with our Education Welfare Officer & School Nurse
Come along to hear about our commitment to improving attendance and
how we can help you. Our school nurse will talk about managing common
conditions such as asthma and run a Q & A.

Friday 10th December

Christmas Jumper Day/non-uniform
Please bring a donation for Save the Children
Lots of information about Save the Children, Christmas Jumper Day and the
importance of this fundraising effort can be found here:
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-day
You could recycle/upcycle rather than buy a jumper for just one
day – go green in 2021!

Sunday 12th December

Deadline for submitting your views on the proposed Swift/BDA merger
Further information on the proposal, including an online response form, can
be found on the consultation website

Monday 13th December

No after school clubs this week – your child will resume with their current
club the week beginning Monday 10th January 2022

Continued overleaf…
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Upcoming Dates
Week beginning Monday
13th December

KS2 classes will take part in an inter-house cross country
competition during their PE lessons this week

Tuesday 14th December

Year 6 Science trip – details to follow

Wednesday 15th December

Christmas Lunch (details below)

Friday 17th December

School closes for the Christmas holiday at 1:30pm

Mathletics
As you will be aware, we have recently launched Mathletics at Swift - an award-wining, targeted and
interactive Maths online learning resource, as part of our home-learning provision. Engaging with Maths
curriculum content ‘little and often’ has proven to improve children’s fluency and overall outcomes.
Mathletics provides a fun, low-stakes way of reviewing content taught in class.
Many children have already received their bronze certificates presented to them by their teachers. Silver
and gold certificates are presented in our weekly celebration assemblies by Miss Stefaniak, Maths Lead.
Your child has been given his/her log-in cards and I attach a handy guide at the end of this newsletter non
how to support your child with Mathletics at home.

Year 4 Multiplication Check
Next June, our Year 4 children be taking the first government online Multiplication Check. This will assess
their times tables knowledge up to 12 x 12. Children will need to have plenty of practice in recalling these
facts, so they perform well in June. The government has published a guide for parents which is here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiplication-tables-check-information-forparents/multiplication-tables-check-information-for-parents-text-version--2?s=09
We recommend this website for practising:
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check
(It closely resembles the actual test the children will take in June)

Mental Health Resources
The website below provides practical tips to support children’s wellbeing and manage behaviour. This
includes issues like dealing with bereavement, understanding sibling rivalry and anxiety.
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
West London NHS Trust - Crisis Line and "Speak CAMHS" Helpline
A 24-hour crisis line is now available for children and young people in Ealing, Hounslow and
Hammersmith & Fulham. The telephone number is 0800 328 4444.
In addition, "Speak CAMHS" is also now in place. This is a helpline line for children and young people
offering telephone support, basic counselling and problem-solving to young people and their families to
help prevent difficult periods from becoming a mental health crisis. To access this service call 0800 328
4444 and select option two.
Further details can be found here and here.
Details of 24/7 crisis lines across London, along with supportive community resources can be found here.
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Digiduck – Online Safety Resources for Parents
Childnet have released a new version of the hugely popular Digiduck story.
Digiduck and the Magic Castle is the fourth story in the Digiduck series,
focussing on playing games online. Other themes within the book include peer
pressure, password sharing, and in-app purchasing.
The Digiduck series has been created to help parents with early online safety
and responsibility – the target age range is 3-7.
Previous stories in the series:
1. Help arrives just in time for Digiduck when faced with a difficult decision! Follow Digiduck and his
pals in this story of friendship and responsibility online.
2. Digiduck and his classmates are set the task of finding out who their special guest will be at school
today. Through chatting online and asking questions they try to decide who the mystery guest is.
Follow Digiduck and his pals in this story about critical thinking and reliability online.
3. The third story in the Digiduck series, focussing on reliability of online information. The aim is to
encourage young children to start to think about online content and help them to understand that
what they read or see online might be true, untrue, or someone's opinion.
All versions can be downloaded HERE

Sports News
On Friday 26th November, players from Year 5 & 6 boys team played in the local QPR EFL Cup at Power
League Football pitches.
After managing to get through the group stages, Swift were drawn against Brackenbury in the Quarter
Finals. Swift took the lead early on and with 5 minutes to go were in touching distance of the semi-final.
Unfortunately, two quick goals from Brackenbury just before the whistle meant we didn't make it through!
Well done to the team - Ahmed, Ayub, Abdi, Shaun, Hamno, Matas, Amin

Continued overleaf…

3

Sports News
Mayor’s Cup Update
On Friday 19th November, Ark Swift played their 3rd match of the season, this time playing St Stephen's B
team. Both Boys & Girls teams played really well and earned a draw, continuing our unbeaten run and only
conceding one goal all season.
Current Table Positions (Boys: 3rd, Girls: 2nd)
Boys

Girls

Year 6 Taekwondo
Year 6 are currently enjoying learning many different physical Taekwondo skills as well as discipline and
respect. Our coach, Master Mark, has been so impressed by their level of commitment and work ethic. Well
done!'
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Letter from Dr Nicola Lang, Director of Public Health,
Hammersmith & Fulham
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Year 5 Enjoying Science!
Year 5 investigating the relationship between mass and weight.

A Planet Full of Plastic
In assembly last week, we read ‘A Planet Full of Plastic’. As a school
community, we are looking at how we can reduce our use of plastic and
our school council are leading on this. This links to an assembly earlier
this term where we were looking at the COP26 summit and how all of
us, no matter our age, can take steps to protect our planet.

Tower Crane Competition
Remember to enter the ‘name the tower crane’ competition before the deadline of
Friday 3rd December.
Click on this link to enter: Tower Crane Competition
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Christmas Lunch
Christmas Lunch Menu
Wednesday 15th December 2021
Non-Halal
Roast Turkey
Served with a Chipolata Chicken Sausage, Sage & Onion Stuffing & Gravy
Halal
Roast Turkey
Served with a Chipolata Chicken Sausage, Sage & Onion Stuffing & Gravy
Vegetarian
Vegetarian Parcel
Accompaniments
Golden Roast Potatoes
Carrots
Garden Peas
Dessert
Ice Cream Christmas Tree
Drink
Apple & Blackcurrant

If your child usually has a packed lunch but you would like them to enjoy Christmas lunch, please contact
the school office (020 8743 2514 or info@arkswiftprimary.org) by Friday 10th December to place an order.

Awards
The following children have received their reading badges:
Bronze

Anjali (2), Ellie (2), Osman (2), Riley (3), Ishaaq (3)

Silver

Anour (3), Andre (5), Alice (6)

Gold

Sahar (5), Gezja (6)

The following children have achieved their pen licences:
Talya (5), Hajar (5)
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Attendance
Attendance statistics for last week.
Class

Attendance

Nursery

89.9%

Year R

81.6%

Year 1

94.5%

Year 2

91.7%

Year 3

90.1%

Year 4

96.2%

Year 5

96.9%

Year 6

88.7%

Whole-school attendance for this week is 91.7%
All children with 100% attendance for the week are entered into our
‘wheel of names’ draw in celebration assembly. 5 children from EYFS and
5 from KS1/2 are randomly selected and get to wear one of our stylish new
attendance award badges for a week. Ask your child how the ‘wheel of
names’ works - it's proving very popular!

Anti-Bullying Week
Rania in Year 6 wrote and performed a poem to mark Anti-Bullying Week. One Kind Word was the
theme of this year’s Anti-Bullying week, and this message remains important all year round.
To the bullies
Bullying is bad
It makes people sad
You had what you had
So it’s time to stop
I wish that you would take a
small step
But a brave one too and look
inside yourself
To find the good in you
Here’s a little message
Somewhere deep inside you is a
softer, kinder place
I know this will surprise you, but
I’ve seen it in your face
Rania
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