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Ark Swift Academy Commemorates Remembrance Day 2021
Last Thursday, Ark Swift joined other schools in the Ark
network to honour those who served to defend our democratic
freedoms and way of life.
Remembrance Day, also known as Armistice Day, marks the
day World War One ended, at 11am on the 11th day of the 11th
month, in 1918.
Each Ark school held an assembly that included a two-minute
silence to remember the people who had died in wars.
At the #ArkRemembers assembly, Mr Upfield spoke about the
people who gave their lives to protect the values of liberty,
democracy, respect, tolerance, and the rule of law. We also
talked about people from all ethnicities who have made
sacrifices for future generations.
It’s important to pay tribute to the many men and women who
have risked their lives in war so that we can live in peace.
#ArkRemembers has connected our schools in one moment to
observe this special day.
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Parent Teacher Meetings
Today your child will bring home an appointment time for you to have a phone conversation with their
teacher on either Wednesday 17th or Thursday 18th November. We have decided to hold these meetings via
telephone given that rates of Covid are still quite high.
The phone call will be an opportunity for you to have a 10-minute phone conversation with your child’s
class teacher to discuss their progress and how they are working towards their targets. You will be able to
ask any questions you may currently have about your child’s learning. It is therefore very important that
you make every effort to attend your appointment so that we can work in partnership to ensure the best for
your child.
Where you have children in more than one year group, you will be given a minimum 10-minute gap
between appointment times.
If you have a child with an Individual Provision Plan (IPP) or Education Health Care plan (EHCP) you will
be invited to a meeting with our SENCO, Miss Keeler, and the class teacher. This will be instead of the
telephone appointment.
Due to parent teacher meetings, the following clubs will be cancelled on Wednesday and
Thursday this week:
•
•

Mindfulness (Wednesday)
Lego (Thursday)

The following clubs will go ahead as per usual on Wednesday and Thursday:
•
•
•
•
•

Girls’ football (Wednesday)
White City Youth Theatre West London Zone (Wednesday)
KS2 Taekwondo (Thursday)
Street dance (Thursday)
Arts and Crafts West London Zone (Thursday)

INSET Days
As per our term dates calendar, a reminder that school is closed to pupils on Friday 19th November
and Monday 22nd November for staff training. Enjoy the long weekend!

Ark Swift on TV!
Our current Year 2 children appeared on last night’s episode of ITV’s ‘The Pet Show’. If you didn’t watch it,
you can catch up here:
https://www.itv.com/hub/the-pet-show/1a3104a0030
Our children appear just after the second ad break.
Actor, writer and comedian John Cleese visited the
children in July when they were in Year 1, and we’ve
been looking forward to the episode being aired. Our
children came across as bright, enthusiastic, and
articulate. Mr Vallat put in an appearance too and is
available for autographs!
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Anti-Bullying Week

Ark Swift is taking part in anti-bullying week from 15-19 November. Kindness is more important
today than it has ever been. The isolation of the last year has underlined how little acts of
consideration can break down barriers and brighten the lives of the people around us. This is one of the
reasons, that ‘One Kind Word’ has been chosen as the theme of Anti-Bullying Week.
The call to action:
•

Ask if someone’s OK. Say you’re sorry. Just say hey.

•

In a world that can sometimes feel like it’s filled with negativity, one kind word can provide a
moment of hope. It can be a turning point. It can change someone’s perspective. It can change their
day. It can change the course of a conversation and break the cycle of bullying.

•

Best of all, one kind word leads to another. Kindness fuels kindness. So from the playground to
Parliament, and from our phones to our homes, together, our actions can fire a chain reaction that
powers positivity.

•

It starts with one kind word. It starts today.

On Thursday, we will take part in Odd Socks Day. There’s a serious message behind the fun: let’s pull
on odd socks to show we’re ALL unique and different, and let’s be kind to each other and respect each
other’s individuality.
More details on Anti-Bullying Week can be found here: https://bulliesout.com/anti-bullyingweek/anti-bullying-week-2021-one-kind-word/

3

Musician of the Month
This month in assemblies,
we’re listening to the music
of Sheku Kanneh-Mason.
Sheku Kanneh-Mason
MBE is a British cellist who
won the 2016 BBC Young
Musician award. He was
the first Black musician to
win the competition since
its launch in 1978.

Name the Tower Crane Competition
Two tower cranes are soon to be erected on the building site to help build our new school. We are running
a competition to name the two tower cranes. If your name is chosen as the winning entry, you will see this
proudly displayed up high on the crane! Entries should be submitted by Friday 3rd December 2021.
Click on this link to enter the competition:
Tower Crane Competition
The First crane to be installed on the building site will be 80m tall and will be erected by a 200-tonne
mobile crane. This crane will be able to lift a maximum 12 tonnes.
The second crane to be installed on the building site will be 108m tall and will be erected by a larger mobile
crane. This crane can lift a maximum weight of 9 tonnes
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The Season is changing…

We take the children out to play unless it’s raining heavily. Now the weather has changed, please ensure
your child comes to school with a coat every day.

Online Safety
Squid Game
Squid Game is a South Korean TV series on Netflix. Released mid-September, it became an overnight
success and is now the most popular series on Netflix. The series centres around hundreds of players, all of
whom are in debt, to play a series of 6 games, all of which have deadly consequences: you fail, you die.
Given the popularity, it's no surprise to see the challenges being acted out everywhere: in school, TikTok
memes and challenges, Roblox games etc., so even if children aren't watching the series on Netflix, they
will have heard about it from others or online.
Some children have been re-enacting the 'red light, green light' game. If a person moves when 'red light' is
called, they get shot. This isn't too dissimilar to many games I played as a child and it's mostly harmless
fun, but equally there will be some who wouldn't want children playing these types of games and that's
completely understandable. We are keeping an eye on what is going on and will deal with any negative
behaviour linked to Squid Game in the same way as we would any other behavioural issue.
Squid Game is very violent. It is a 15-rated TV series and profiles can be set within Netflix to age-restrict
content. You can find a link HERE
Digital Family Agreement
A digital family agreement is one way in which parents
can strike up conversations with their children and
agree online boundaries, such as time, phones at the
table etc. This sets clear rules for the child and when
broken, they will understand that there can be
consequences.
London Grid for Learning have put together a new
digital family agreement which can be found HERE
If you’d like a printed copy of the agreement to use at
home, we will happily print this for you.
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Other Events
Year 5 enjoyed a wonderful day of science exploration at the Science Museum – it’s so good to finally be
able to go out on trips again!

Year 1 having great fun using programmable toys in their Maths lessons

Children In Need
Children in Need is on Friday 19th November. As the children are
not at school, we will mark this event next Friday, 26th
November. Children can wear non-uniform. Donations to
Children in Need welcome.
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