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Ofsted – Ark Swift is a ‘Good’ School!
I am delighted to enclose a copy of our Ofsted report with today’s newsletter. I am sure you will join us all
in being very pleased to have achieved a ‘Good’ rating. Along with a revised Ofsted framework, reports are
written in a new style, with much less jargon, so please take this into account when reading it!
This is a school where everyone knows each other. Leaders have built a close-knit
community. All staff work together to help pupils get the most from their time at school.
Expectations of all pupils are high.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff, pupils, governors and families who work tirelessly
to keep what is great about Ark Swift and to implement the changes that we have made during the last few
years. Ark Swift is indeed a good school and I feel that we all have shared a sustained determination to
continue to build on our successes to strive to provide the very best quality of education.
We’re in complete agreement with the ‘areas for improvement’ identified in the report and these will form
part of our school improvement planning as we go into the new academic year.
The Ark Swift community has a lot to be proud of. Governors, staff, parents/carers and most importantly
the pupils all work hard every day to create something very special here in our school. I thank you for your
continued support for Ark Swift, it is greatly valued and appreciated and we look forward to continuing to
support your children in going from strength to strength as we prepare for the new academic year in
September.
Warm regards,

Daniel Upfield
Principal

Staffing News
This Friday we will say goodbye to a couple of our wonderful staff:
Miss Divine (Nursery) – is leaving to get married in the Democratic Republic of Congo
Mr Quain (Year 3) – with his partner having a baby on the way, Mr Quain is embarking on a new career
closer to home.
I would like to thank Miss Divine and Mr Quain for the hard work and commitment they have given to
Swift. The children have benefited immensely from all they have done, and I am sure you will join me in
wishing them all the best for very successful futures.
From next Monday, Miss Tara will be working in EYFS for the remainder of the summer term and Miss
Jebari will be returning from maternity leave and will take-over from Mr Quain as Year 3 co-teacher.
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Diary Dates
Key dates between now and the end of term. Any additions, revisions or cancellations will be shared.
Unfortunately, the extension of Covid restrictions means a slightly revised timetable of events for the end
of the summer term, such as not being able to invite parents for sports days. Hopefully, next year will
bring a greater sense of normality.
If you have any questions about the calendar, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Monday
21 June

Tuesday
22

Wednesday
23

Thursday
24

Friday
25
Year 6 Away Day to
Kingswood

28
Year 6 Transition Day:
Hammersmith
Academy

29
10:00 Year 5/6 Quad
Kids @ BDA (selected
pupils)

30
Year 6 Transition Day:
Capital City Academy

1 July
Deadline for Year 6 to
return laptops

2
Ark INSET Day

8
Year 5 & 6 SRE
Sessions*

9

Little Angel Theatre
Workshops for
Nursery 2, Reception
& Year 1
5
PM Year 6 start 2week swimming
programme (details to
follow)

12
Year 6 Transition Day:
Burlington Danes
Ark Summer Sounds
Festival

Year 5 & 6 Online
Safety Sessions

6

Year 4 visit to Phoenix
City Farm
7
Year 6 Transition Day:
Phoenix Academy &
KAA
9:00 Session for Year 5
parents re: secondary
transfer

13
9:00 Principal from
Phoenix Academy
meeting with Year 5
parents re: secondary
transfer

Sports Day
PM: EYFS (Nursery &
Reception)
All children in EYFS
should wear PE kit to
school

Year 5/6 Football
Tournament @
Ravenscourt Park
(selected pupils)

19
No clubs this week

20

Parent/Teacher
Consultations this
week

School Closed to
Pupils

Year 3/4 Girls’
Football @ BDA
(selected pupils)

14
Sports Day @ ProDirect
AM: KS2
PM: KS1
All children in KS1 & 2
should wear PE kit to
school

15
AM Year 6 First Aid
Training

16
Reports sent home

21
Class Handover Day –
Children meet their
new Teachers

22

23
9:30 Year 6
Graduation in
Playground (parents
will be invited)

17:00-18:30 Year 6
Party

13:30 End of
Summer Term

* Year 5 SRE sessions moved from 30/06 to 08/07
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Remembering Grenfell
To remember the anniversary of the Grenfell
tragedy, Ark Swift pupils created green hearts
with messages for the community. Miss
Burton, Miss Katie and Miss Julie went to hang
these in the tress surrounding the tower block.
Members of the community they met there were
very touched by our children’s messages.

Year 3 Tate Photograph – Swift Photo selected for Publication!
As you know, Ark Swift was very proud to have participated in the artist Steve McQueen’s Year 3 Project,
which saw our year 3 class photographs included in an exhibition at Tate Britain alongside thousands of
other class photographs from across London as part of an artwork.
I am pleased to announce that the class photographs taken by Tate in 2018-2019 of our Year 3 class (now
in Year 5) has been selected for inclusion in a book alongside essays that reflect on the artwork and the
themes of identity, citizenship, racial equality, community and belonging.
Our class photo will appear alongside around 300 other
class photographs in a section separate from the essays.
Tate will gift a copy of the book to the school, and it will
also be available for sale online and in bookstores.
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National Thank a Teacher Day

National Thank a Teacher Day takes place on Wednesday 23 June. This is an opportunity
to thank school staff (not just teachers but any of our amazing staff) for their hard work, especially those
who’ve gone above and beyond.
There are several activities pupils can do at home alongside entering competitions including baking with
Nadiya Hussain, short stories or poems with Sir Michael Morpurgo and Axel Scheffler’s drawing
competition. Axel has also drawn a limited-edition postcard that pupils can send to teachers.
Resources and further information here: https://thankateacher.co.uk/schools/
Is there a member of staff that your child or your family would like to say a special ‘Thank You’ to on
National Thank a Teacher Day?

Recent Events @ Swift
A wonderful Eid Party with delicious food prepared by the parents
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Recent Events @ Swift
Year 2 ‘We’ve got the Power’ music celebration
Our Year 2 pupils enjoyed a fantastic day of music making. They wrote and performed their own song and
shared this virtually with other schools from across the network. They did us very proud.

Year 3 have created a fantastic street dance performance
This can be viewed on our Ark Swift You Tube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2rdwDSThgk

Year 4 Cricket
Children in Year 4 have started a weekly cricket programme which takes place every Monday morning this
term. The aim is to get children engaged in the game.

Ark Swift Golf Tournament
Mr Blair has been running a golf tournament during PE lessons! We certainly offer a broad sports
programme at Swift with children able to try a range of different and exciting sports.
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Recent Events @ Swift
Police Workshops

We were very lucky to be chosen as a pilot school for The Awareness Project delivered by the Metropolitan
Police. A group of police officers spent 4 days in school delivering workshops to Years 3 and 6 and
conducting class visits with our EYFS and KS1 pupils. We are hoping the successful trial will mean this
takes place again next year and will involve all year groups.
EYFS and KS1 policing programme aims and objectives:

Year 3 policing programme aims and objectives and workshops:
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Recent Events @ Swift
Year 6 policing programme aims and objectives and workshops:

And finally…some lovely pictures of EYFS all dressed up for Eid!
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