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Message from Mr Upfield
The summer term is now well underway at Ark Swift.
As always, we are looking forward to a busy summer term. Usually in this term, our Year 6 and Year 2
children would be taking their SATs, Year 1 would have their phonics screening check and Year 4 would be
completing the new multiplication tables check. As we have previously informed parents, the government
have cancelled these statutory assessments due to the pandemic. However, in all year groups teachers will
still undertake our own internal assessments so that we can report on your child’s attainment and progress
in their annual school report which will be sent home at the end of the school year.
However, it is not all tests and assessments this term. We are hopeful that with the further easing of
restrictions over the summer we will be able to put on events such as sports day and a Year 6 leavers’ show.
These are fabulous events and activities that I know the children (and staff) look forward to each year. We
are also pleased to again be able to offer some after school clubs this term.
The staff and I would like to wish our Muslim families ‘Eid Mubarak’ for later this week. Please remember
that we have an INSET day on Thursday 13th May, to coincide with Eid. School will be closed to all pupils
on this day.
With warm regards,

Daniel Upfield
Principal

E-safety Advice
We are pleased to be able to sign post all parents to a new website that has been developed by the London
Grid for Learning. This site is a one-stop location and offers parents support and advice on settings, apps,
games, talking to children about life online, screen time and key topics from bullying to gangs. Some advice
is targeted at parents of older children, but it is worth having a look. https://parentsafe.lgfl.net
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Key Dates for Summer Term
Further dates will be added in due course to reflect when government changes on trips etc. can take place
Wednesday 12th May Year 3 visit to Phoenix City Farm
Thursday 13th May

INSET Day – school closed to pupils
We are expecting this to be the date for Eid al-Fitr

Friday 28th May

Close for May half-term

Friday 25th June

Year 6 Away Day (further details to follow)

Monday 7th June

School reopens for Summer Term 2nd half

Friday 2nd July

INSET Day – school closed to pupils

Friday 16th July

Summer term clubs finish

Monday 19th &
Tuesday 20th July

Parent/Teacher Consultations and end of year reports issued

Friday 23rd July

Close for Summer Holiday @ 13:30

National Survey – The Big Ask
The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has launched a once-in-a-generation
review of children’s lives.
It’s called ‘The Childhood Commission’ and it will identify the barriers preventing children reaching their
full potential and propose policy solutions to address them.
At its heart is ‘The Big Ask’ – the largest ever consultation held with children.
In this survey the Children’s Commissioner is asking children and young people what they think is
important for their future and what is holding young people back. The Children’s Commissioner will use
what children and young people tell her to show the Government what they think and what they need to
live happier lives. We are supporting all Swift pupils to complete the survey.
Parents, care leavers and those working with children are also invited to complete the adult survey to share
their views about the future for children and young people today, and what they think is holding young
people back.
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Burlington Danes Family Cycle Library
An exciting opportunity open to Ark Swift families!
The Burlington Danes Family Cycle Library is a PTA-run project which aims to help more parents and
children to cycle to school and for leisure:
•

A range of adult, child bikes and seats are available to loan to families from the school and the
wider community FOR FREE for half termly periods between April and October. Lights, locks,
helmets, high vis stripes and a rain jacket are provided.

•

This is supported by FREE one-to-one adult cycle training provided by Bikeworks. This FREE
training is open to all parents/carers from schools in Hammersmith & Fulham, not just those
borrowing bikes from the library. You can use your own bike or Bikeworks can provide a bike for
the sessions.

•

New cycling families will be paired up with existing cycling families to support cycling to school
together

•

There will also be a series of family cycle rides in the local area open to all.

This has all been made possible by a grant from Walking and Cycling Grants London, a programme funded
by Transport for London in partnership with The London Marathon Charitable Trust and managed by the
environmental regeneration charity Groundwork London.
Apply before Friday 14th May to borrow bikes in Summer Term 2. We also have a child bike and seat
available to borrow now.

Find out more about the project, and register your interest at https://bdpa-pta.org/cyclelibrary
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