3rd September 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
Newsletter - The Return to School
I hope you have all had a wonderful summer and are looking forward to the autumn term. I am very excited
to be welcoming all children and families who are joining our school community for the first time and also
those who are returning after the summer. I know many families may be anxious about the coming term so
I want to reassure you that a lot of thought and preparation has gone into ensuring that the school meets
the reopening requirements of both Ark Schools and the Department for Education, including the
completion of a lengthy risk assessment.
If your child/children have any medical conditions that make them vulnerable when returning to school
during this time, please contact that office immediately so that we can carry out a risk assessment and put
measures in place to ensure they are safe.
This newsletter sets out a number of measures we have put in place, so please read carefully paying
particular attention to the revised arrangement for drop off and collection – we really need your help in
ensuring these run smoothly and to time so please be punctual.
Dates
Children in Y1-6 will return on Monday 7th September. Children in Nursery and Reception will return
later in the month to allow time for necessary induction, familiarisation with our setting and team and other
administrative requirements. The Early Years Team are communicating separately with Nursery and
Reception parents.
Bubbles and Timings of the School Day
Start

Finish

EYFS

8:55

15:25

Year 1 and Year 2

8:50

15:20

Year 3 and Year 4

8:45

15:15

Year 5

8:40

15:10

Year 6

8:40

15:10

Both school gates will be in operation this term: Australia Road and Dorando Close.
When arriving at school to drop-off or pick-up your child, please form an orderly, socially distanced queue
on either side of the school gates. Please do not congregate immediately in front of the gate and use the
pavement markers to ensure spacing. The photos below show our staff demonstrating the expectations for
lining-up on the street along Australia Road. The same procedures apply at the Dorando Close gate.

Please keep this area CLEAR
EYFS and KS1 children will be dropped-off and picked-up from their classroom doors using the socially
distanced playground markers.
KS2 children will make their own way to class in the morning, via the main office doors. In the afternoon,
they will be picked-up from their class lines in the playground
Arrangements for Hygiene, Social Distancing, Keeping Bubbles Separate
Some of the arrangements we have in place:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

One-way corridors
Timetable for toilet usage, only one child in the toilet area at any one time
Clear signage in the classrooms promoting social distancing
Stories and games to promote social distancing and good hygiene
Bubbles kept apart from other bubbles during the school day
Large gatherings avoided – no assemblies, whole school events etc.
Enhanced cleaning throughout the school day – we have two cleaners on site throughout the day
Anti-bacterial soap & hand sanitiser available in all rooms
No after school clubs for the autumn term
No trips or swimming for the autumn term

o
o

All children provided with individual stationery packs and hand sanitiser
No water bottles in school. Pupils will be provided with disposable cups for drinking water
throughout the school day

First Aid arrangements
First aid will be administered by staff wearing PPE (gloves, mask, and apron). Only one child will be
allowed in the First Aid Room at any one time.
Policy on parents/visitors entering school building
Parents will not be permitted to enter the building at this time other than for planned meetings/events. If
you wish to speak to your child’s teacher or another member of staff, this can be done via a phone call or a
pre-booked meeting. We ask parents to help us by adhering to social distancing guidelines.
Visitors to site will only be permitted for essential works and services.
Breakfast Club
Breakfast club will reopen from Monday 7th September from 8:00am until the start of the school day. Prebooking is essential as we are only able to offer limited places. Please call the school office to book a place
for your child.
Classes
Last Year

This Year

New Teacher

Nursery Lancaster

Mrs Prince

Nursery Lancaster

Year R Bath

Miss Venzal

Year R Bath

Year 1 York

Miss Lopez

Year 1 Bristol

Year 2 London

Mr Knight

Year 2 Manchester

Year 3 Warwick

Miss Sadowitz

Year 3 Exeter

Year 4 Worcester

Mr Vallat

Year 4 Sheffield

Year 5 Oxford

Miss Herron & Miss Naeem

Year 5 Warwick

Year 6 Bristol

Miss Stefanik

Year 5 Worcester

Year 6 Sheffield

Miss Joannou

Please visit the Ark Swift You Tube channel where every teacher has recorded a welcome message for their
new class:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvgMoz-knFkIJA96TeaYsGA/videos
DSL/DDSL/SENCO
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Daniel Upfield (Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Shineade Burton (Pastoral Support Manager)
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO): Emily Keeler
Emily is the SENCO at Ark Bentworth Primary Academy and is working at Swift on a Monday and Tuesday
throughout the autumn term whilst we recruit for a permanent replacement for Ali Leach. Emily brings

significant experience to the staff team and will be contacting relevant families very soon. She can be
contacted at: s.swi@arkswiftprimary.org
In addition, I am delighted that Simone Zadi will be stepping into the role of Assistant to the SENCO. She
can be contacted at: s.zadi@arkswiftprimary.org
School Uniform
Children will be expected to return to school wearing full school uniform. The most up to date copy of our
uniform policy, along with prices for Ark Swift branded items can be found on our website. A copy is also
attached at the foot of this newsletter.
PE
All classes will now have two lessons of PE per week. Children should wear PE kit to school on the days
they have PE lessons.
PE kit should be worn from Monday 14th September, i.e. all children should be in standard school uniform
next week.
Day

Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Classes with PE
Year 1 York
Year 4 Worcester
Year 5 Oxford
Year 6 Bristol
Year 6 Sheffield
Year R Bath
Year 6 Bristol
Year 6 Sheffield
Year 2 London
Year 5 Oxford
Nursery
Year 3 Warwick
Year 4 Worcester
Year 1 York
Year 2 London
Year 3 Warwick

Nursery and Reception only appear once in the table above. Physical Development forms part of their
daily learning in the EYFS outdoor area.
Please ensure your child is wearing the correct PE kit as per the uniform policy so that high standards of
smartness are upheld.
Face Masks
The Department for Education guidance states that primary school children will not need to wear a face
covering. PPE is mandatory in school where it is used in normal circumstances: when intimate care is being
given or where a staff member may accompany a child in the event that they have COVID symptoms.
If parents strongly feel their children should wear face coverings this will be allowed. However, staff will not
be able to assist with the correct usage of the face covering.
Behaviour
An Addendum to our Behaviour Policy has been produced setting out temporary changes to our policy in
recognition of the COVID related requirements. The addendum is on the website under the ‘policies’ tab.

Registering for Free School Meals
Please continue to register for free school meals, particularly if you have not done so before.
Find out if you’re eligible for free school meals here: https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
Find out more about the qualifying benefits for free school meals eligibility and how to claim them by
visiting:
o
o
o

Citizens Advice: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits/
The Money Advice Service: https://www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/categories/benefits
Gov.uk: https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits

Remember, you can speak to one of our office team for any support with registering for free school meals.
Term Dates 2020-21
Please find enclosed a copy of the finalised term dates for the 2020-21 academic year.
Department for Education Guidance
The Department for Education have updated guidance for parents and carers on what they need to know
about early years providers, schools and colleges during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak
And finally…
Please look at the attached flowchart to see the procedure we will follow in the event of a child/staff
member having COVID symptoms. The ‘bubble’ system is crucial to ensuring that in the event of a future
positive COVID case, we can easily identify who has been in close contact with the affected person. In the
event of a bubble requiring to isolate, we will switch to a home learning model for these children. This home
learning model will be different and more advanced than our approach last year; details will be shared if
required. Any possible local lockdowns will be determined by Public Health England and we will respond to
their advice accordingly.
I recognise that you will have plenty of questions regarding how things will work this term. Please speak to
me or any other school leader on the gate. Alternatively, please contact the office if you would like to
schedule a phone call with me or a member of the team.
Thank you for your support.
Yours sincerely,

Daniel Upfield
Principal

Ark statement on school reopening
Back to school safely: Ark's work on reopening schools

Our focus has always been to ensure that all children, regardless of their background, have access to an
excellent education and real choices in life.
The events of the past few months have made that task even more important. Lockdown and school closures
have had profound effects on the education of many, particularly those already disadvantaged.
So it is essential that schools are fully opened, and as far as is possible, kept open. All of Ark’s schools and
staff are working hard to make sure our young people are safe, happy and confident in school this academic
year.
Across the Ark network we have carefully followed government guidance for safe re-opening. Every school
serves a unique community and each of our schools has individual plans matched to their needs and
circumstances and all share a commitment to providing a calm and respectful environment in which all
children can learn. Our teachers will be reminding all students of the behaviour expectations and the
routines that allow us to run safe and welcoming schools on their return.
The Government’s most recent guidance includes a commitment to close schools partially or wholly only in
the most serious cases of recurrence of the virus at a local level. However, it is important that young people
are able to continue their education at home – in case their school is closed as a result of the virus, in case
they are required to self-isolate at home, or simply so that they can work independently outside of schools
hours to consolidate and extend their learning.
We are therefore embarking on an ambitious digital strategy this autumn to ensure that all pupils have
access to a device at home suitable for learning. An initial investment of under £2m will seek to provide a
Chromebook to all pupils in Years 4 and 7, and to those most disadvantaged children across other year
groups.
We also know, however, that students need more than digital devices – they need additional academic and
pastoral support too. So, we have devised assessment processes to identify gaps in children’s knowledge and
recruited more staff to provide catch-up classes and other support for those who need it. This has allowed
us to hire increased numbers of trainee teachers as well as Graduate Teaching Assistants, providing roles
for others who have been affected by the pandemic’s impact.
In addition, we have invested in extra training for teachers and other staff on mental health and provided
additional funding to our schools to ensure they can provide appropriate support for young people in need.
We are looking forward to welcoming our students back to school and are doing everything we can to
ensure this is a productive and positive year of education for all of them.

Uniform Policy – 2020-21
Our uniform policy reflects our values and reinforces our academy’s culture of high expectations
and academic achievement. All pupils must dress according to the Uniform Policy. Our academy
uniform is important to us. It is one way in which we identify ourselves as an academy community
and it promotes a strong and cohesive academy identity which supports high standards in all areas
of academy life. It promotes harmony between different groups represented in the academy and
enhances security.
Items with prices marked can be purchased from the school office. All other items
can be purchased readily from supermarkets, high street clothing retailers, or
uniform shops.
Nursery
Ark Swift tracksuit trousers and sweatshirt with Ark Swift polo shirt

£7.00

£7.50
£6.00

In warmer weather, children may wear:
Yellow gingham dress

Grey shorts with Ark Swift polo shirt

Reception, Key Stage 1 & Key Stage 2
Ark Swift cardigan or sweatshirt

£15.00

£14.00

Grey skirt, grey dress, or grey trousers

White shirt/blouse with Ark Swift tie

£3.00 Reception, Year
1-2 (elasticated)
£3.80 Years 3-6
In warmer weather, children may wear:
Yellow gingham dress

Grey shorts with white shirt/blouse

Reception, Key Stage 1 & Key Stage 2 – PE Kit
Ark Swift polo shirt

£6.00

Plain black shorts*

Plain black tracksuit trousers/leggings

£3.75

* Optional to purchase from school. If purchasing from elsewhere, please ensure shorts are plain
black
In colder weather, children may wear the school sweatshirt/cardigan with their PE kit. Other
hoodies and sweatshirts are not permitted.
Footwear
Pupils must wear closed-toed, hard-soled, all black plain shoes with a flat sole. Footwear with
flashing lights is not appropriate for school. Boots are not allowed. All black or all white closedtoed plimsolls can be worn in the summer (Easter – end of summer term).
Trainers/plimsolls to be worn with the school PE kit.
Footwear guide (for illustrative purposes only)

General
Outdoor clothing
Children should bring a coat to school each day, apart from during warmer weather.
Bags and belongings
A high visibility bookbag or backpack with the Ark Swift logo is recommended for carrying books,
homework, letters, and other materials to and from school.

£5.20

£9.50

Hats, Headscarves or Headwear
Pupils are not allowed to wear hats, headscarves, or any other head covering inside the school
building unless it is due to religious or cultural values. Any head covering for religious or cultural
values or hair accessories that are worn such as slides, ribbons, bobbles etc. should be simple and in
school colours (grey, gold or blue).
Ark Swift branded hijab

£5.50
Hairstyles
Pupils’ hair should be neatly groomed and professional at all times. Long hair should be tied back
neatly in school colours (grey, gold or blue).
Fingernail Polish or Make-Up
Pupils are not allowed to wear fingernail polish or false nails. Make-up is not allowed.

Jewellery/Accessories
Pupils may not wear any jewellery except for one watch only (no sound effects or games). Pupils are
allowed to wear one pair of stud earrings, and they must be worn in the lower ear lobe. All studs
must be removed for PE or taped. Please note that the school will be unable to take any
responsibility for any watches or jewellery that are lost.
Body Piercing and Tattoos
Body piercing is prohibited, with the exception of single, standard ear piercing. No other forms of
body piercing will be allowed for any pupil. Pupils are not allowed to have tattoos of any kind on
their body.
Naming Clothing and Property
VERY IMPORTANT – Please ensure all clothing and property is clearly marked so that lost
articles may be easily traced and returned. The school cannot accept responsibility for loss or
damage of pupils’ property and valuables.
Lost Property
All mislaid items are placed in the lost property box located in the school office. Please ask the school
office if you wish to look through this cupboard. We endeavour to return all named property. All
unclaimed lost property is disposed of at the end of term and given to a local children’s charity.
Second-hand Uniform
Any unwanted items of uniform may be given to the school office. We plan to run second hand
uniform sales where good quality items can be picked up for low cost.
Racial Equality & Equal Opportunities
All children have equal access to wearing school uniform regardless of their culture, race, religion,
gender, disability or ability. We ensure that the set uniform respects other policies such as race
relations, sex discrimination and allows for individual sets of circumstances of all groups and
individuals. Ark Swift Primary Academy is committed to creating a positive climate that will enable
everyone to work free from racial intimidation and harassment and to achieve their full potential.

