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Message from the Principal
Dear Parents and Carers,
The first half of the autumn term draws to a close. Despite the circumstances we find ourselves in, our
wonderful pupils are working hard at their academic studies and continuing to develop the life skills of grit,
resilience and endeavour with every opportunity they are given. The purposefulness around the school is
great to see and the maturity of the pupils is quite remarkable.
We have missed having our Nursery and Reception children (along with the EYFS team) in school these
past two weeks and look forward to their return after the break.
School resumes after the half-term break on Tuesday 3rd November.
With best wishes and have a lovely half-term

Daniel Upfield
Principal

House Points
This is how the leader board stands at the end of autumn 1:

Owls
2467

Hawks
2775

Eagles
2687

Falcons
2600

Kestrels
2430

We have a wonderful new
House Points display in the
main office area of the
school so everyone can
track the house points. It is
very Harry Potter!
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Secondary School Applications
Secondary applications must be made by the end of next week: 31st October 2020
The e-admissions website is located here: https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/eAdmissions/app

Thank You Marcus Rashford
Children from year groups 1-6 have been finding out about the amazing campaign Manchester United
player, Marcus Rashford has been leading in overturning the government’s decision to continue with Free
School Meals. To say thank you, children have created beautiful pieces of artwork and passionate letters
which we will send off to Marcus and show him how appreciative we are

2

Flu Vaccination
All children in Years R-6 will be offered the nasal flu vaccination on 16th November. Paperwork will be
sent home on the first day back after half-term for you to complete and return.

Do you have a job that helps others? If you’d like to come and talk to our Early Years children about your
job, please contact Mrs Prince (z.prince@arkswiftprimary.org) or Miss Venzal
(r.venzal@arkswiftprimary.org). From postal workers to taxi drivers, care home assistants to delivery
drivers, if your job helps others and you would be keen to share, we’d love to hear from you. Thank you.
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Remote Learning

The coronavirus pandemic is likely to be with us for many more months to come. So, I wanted to let you
know of our plans to ensure individual students, classes and year groups who need to self-isolate at home
can continue to work and study remotely.
Many of you may remember that earlier this year we used a curriculum framework adopted by all Ark
schools called ABC@Home to support our students unable to come to school. This will continue to form
the basis of our approach although it has been further improved to ensure your child receives the best
possible education and support.
The updated ABC@Home draws on the experiences of home learning of schools here in England and
abroad and provides accessible material and content online and in paper form. It will ensure that all
students working remotely will continue to feel connected to the school throughout their absence and be
able to pick up studies quickly on their return.
You can take a look at our plans for remote learning in more detail here: https://arkswift.org/remotelearning-policy
While these plans are not dependent on your child having access to a home computer or other suitable
digital device, online remote learning does provide students with more opportunities to interact and
engage effectively with the school and their teachers.
We are therefore working with other Ark schools to enable those students who do not have such an
appropriate device at home to be provided with a Chromebook on loan to support their remote learning.
This is an important initiative, and I hope to be able to tell you more soon about how your child may be
able to benefit.
Until then, please do contact us if you have any questions on remote learning arrangements or any other
matter relating to the pandemic.

Admissions Policy
The School Admissions Code 2014 requires all schools to publicly consult on their admissions
arrangements:
a) if any significant changes are made
or
b) after a maximum period of seven years, even if no changes have been made.
It has been seven years since Ark Swift publicly consulted on admissions arrangements and there are no
proposed changes to the previous arrangements. The updated draft policy (which is unchanged from the
previous admissions policy) is available on our website: https://arkswift.org/admissions-policy
Hard copies are also available on request at the contact details below.
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H & F Foodbank – Giving Something Back
Would you like to help the H & F Foodbank for Christmas?
We will place a box in our main reception area for you to donate any goods you may have spare. A calendar
has been put together. It is like an advent calendar but instead of taking we would be giving. If you have
one of the items listed and you would be happy to give to the community, please drop it in the box. We will
make sure we deliver any goods collected by Ark Swift to the foodbank in time for the Christmas period.
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Ark Swift Portrait Gallery
This half-term, every year group have been working on a
different style of self-portraiture. The corridors of Ark Swift
are filled with masterpieces. The children’s work is quite
stunning – enjoy looking at the examples.
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Home Learning Projects
We have enjoyed seeing the wonderful range of homework projects sent in this term. Thank you for
supporting your children with their home learning. Here is just a very small selection…
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RE Week
This week, the children have thoroughly enjoyed immersing themselves in a day of RE learning.
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