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A Message from School Leadership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clockwise from top left 
The whole school community form Ark White City 
Primary (AWCP) in the playground;  
Some members of the student council at the ribbon 
cutting ceremony with Councillor Stephen Cowan, 
Mayor Patricia Quigley and Ark CEO Lucy Heller; 
Head prefects Sifen and Salma talk to Mayor Patricia 
Quigley;  
Our amazing new library now complete thanks to the 
librarian from Ark Atwood and some of our amazing 
parents from Ark White City. 

 
Ark White City Primary Academy welcomed guests for the official opening of our new school 
building on 21st November. 
   
The completion of the school is an important milestone for the EdCity development – a £150m 
investment between Ark, an education charity and Hammersmith & Fulham Council. EdCity is due 
for completion in 2025 and will be a unique location. In addition to the school, the development 
will bring together an education hub, new affordable homes, a modern office building, a 
YouthZone and improved facilities for the White City community.  
   
 



 
 
 
 

Guests at the school included Councillor Stephen Cowan, Mayor Patricia Quigley, Andy Slaughter 
MP, Ark CEO Lucy Heller, OnSide, who run the WEST YouthZone and school governors. They 
were joined by contractors Bowmer & Kirkland and Ark’s project team, who have been 
instrumental in bringing this project across the finish line. Guests went on a tour of the school and 
its facilities and enjoyed hearing a reading and singing from pupils before speeches and the ribbon 
cutting  
   
They particularly enjoyed a performance from the Key Stage 2 choir who sang Jimmy Cliff’s hit, 
‘You can get it if you really want’.   
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The project’s next phase will be the opening of OnSide YouthZone, named WEST by local young 
people, which will offer after-school, weekend and evening activities for the community and Ark 
White City Primary pupils.  
     
Hammersmith & Fulham Council Leader, Cllr Stephen Cowan, said: “It's a huge 
privilege to open this new school building as part of our ground-breaking EdCity development 
which will help provide local residents with the right skills and qualifications needed for the jobs of 
the future we’re bringing to H&F as we attract some of the world’s hottest firms to the borough 
with our pioneering Industrial Strategy.”  
  
There is a sense of joy that we have finally reached this stage.  We had a unique opportunity to 
merge two communities at Ark Burlington Danes and Ark Swift and the children have done a 
remarkable job in coming together, as have our staff, who have been fantastic and so unbelievably 
flexible. We are very excited about our school’s future and opportunities, so we want to thank 
everyone who’s worked tirelessly to make this project a reality. 
 
With only a few weeks remaining of the autumn term, please read with your child as much as 
possible. The stronger pupils become as readers, their capacity to learn will be enhanced.  
Priorities going forward are, as always, to sustain the quality of what has been achieved and to 
further improve. We want all pupils to shine! 
 
All the best,  
 
 
 
Mr Upfield and Mrs Vellacott 
Executive Principal and Head of School 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary 
 
Friday 15 December Christmas Jumper/Non-Uniform Day - please 

bring a donation to support the amazing work 
of Save the Children 
 
Lots of information about Save the Children 
and the importance of this fundraising effort 
can be found here: 
www.christmasjumperday.org  
 
No new jumpers needed! 
 
Do NOT buy a brand-new sweater! You can 
buy a second-hand Christmas jumper from 
charity shops across the country. 
 
Or why not make your own jumper? Just grab 
any old thing from the back of the cupboard 
and cover it with stickers, felt, tinsel, glitter, 
baubles, whatever. Yule look woolly 
wonderful! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 19 December Reception children perform ‘Snowman at 
Sunset’ at 2:15pm in the school hall.  Doors 
open at 2:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Everyone loves making snowmen, but what 
happens when there isn't enough 
snow? Snowman at Sunset is a wonderful 
Christmas musical all about the 
importance of teamwork. 
 

 

http://www.christmasjumperday.org/


 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary 
 
Wednesday 20 December Christmas lunch 

 
Menu  

 
Non-Halal 

Roast Turkey 
Served with a Chipolata Chicken Sausage, 

Sage & Onion Stuffing & Gravy 
 

Halal 
Roast Turkey 

Served with a Chipolata Chicken Sausage, 
Sage & Onion Stuffing & Gravy 

 
Vegetarian 

Vegetarian Parcel 
 

Accompaniments 
Golden Roast Potatoes 

Carrots 
Garden Peas 

 
Dessert 

Ice Cream Christmas Tree 
 
We will cook for the whole school so if your 
child usually has a packed lunch, they are 
welcome to join for Christmas lunch. 
 

Thursday 21 December School closes for the Christmas holiday 
at 1:30pm 

Wednesday 10 January 2024 Start of spring term for pupils 

 



 
 
 
 

Immunisations catch-up 
 
The Central and North West London NHS Foundation Trust are running the following clinics for 
any child who has missed their flu vaccine at school. 
  
Also, any vaccine children have missed at senior school such as Flu, HPV, DTP, Meningitis 
ACWY teenage booster vaccines plus MMR/Polio 5-11 years 
   
The clinics will be held at  
 
Peckwater Clinic, Saturday 16 and 23 December 2023.  Walk in between 9am-4pm.   
6, Peckwater Street, Kentish town, London NW5 2 TX 
  
Barlby School, 13 December 2023.  Walk in between 3-5 pm. 
Treverton Street, W10 6DW 
 
 

Place2Be Online Parenting Course 
 
Place2Be, our in-school mental health support service, has a variety of resources to help you 
support your child's wellbeing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Their Parenting Smart website offers free practical advice on a range of topics including bullying, 
the transition to secondary/high school, meltdowns, and sleep difficulties. Visit 
http://parentingsmart.org.uk to read more. 
 
Place2Be's Parenting Smart - Online Course is a free, 6-week course designed to support parents 
and carers of primary-age children in their parenting journey.  The next sign-up deadline is 
December 18th for the course to commence on 16th January 2024. 
 
Online booking form 
 
If you have any questions or would like more advice, please contact our School Project Manager, 
Fran at Fran.Picchioni@place2be.org.uk  
 
 

 

http://parentingsmart.org.uk/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/support-for-families-in-place2be-schools/parenting-smart-online-course-registration/
mailto:Fran.Picchioni@place2be.org.uk


 
 
 

 
Become a Parent Governor at Ark White City 
Primary Academy 
 
Ark Parent Governor Role Description 
 
Ark Schools 
Ark is an education charity that exists to make sure that all 
children, regardless of their background, have access to a great 
education and real choices in life.  
 
While each Ark school has its own ethos and character, all 
schools draw upon the same principles – Ark’s six pillars – in 
support of Ark’s shared mission to transform lives through 
education.  
 
The governor recruitment process follows the principles set out in Ark’s diversity and inclusion 
statement, with the aim to ensure our Local Governing Bodies are representative of the local 
communities served and have a diverse range of governors appointed: “We aim to build a diverse  
 
and inclusive organisation where everyone – staff and students – can do their best to work and 
achieve their full potential. We want to reflect and represent diverse perspectives across the 
organisation because we know that doing so will make us strong and more effective”.   
 
The role of the Local Governing Body:  
Local Governing Bodies (LGBs) provide strategic input into individual school plans and priorities, 
embed the school’s ethos and values, and monitor alignment of school processes and reporting 
with overall strategy and policies. They are responsible for localised challenge and support, but do 
not have legal liability. LGBs also contribute to local stakeholder engagement with staff, parents 
and the community.  
 
The Ark Schools Decision Making Framework outlines where responsibility and accountability sits 
for the key functional areas within Ark Schools between the ‘tiers’ of governance.  
 
The role of the parent governor: 
Parent governors play a crucial role on Local Governing Bodies at Ark Schools. Through bringing 
their own unique skills, experience and connections, they challenge and support the school to 
ensure that every pupil, regardless of their background, has the opportunity to succeed. Through 
the review and monitoring of educational and financial plans; the curriculum intent, 
implementation and impact; teaching and learning; audit reports and risk assessments, governors 
can support improvements and initiatives at the school. Governors should also contribute to this 
aim outside of LGB meetings. This can be through school visits, attending school events, sitting on 
governor panels and taking on a Link Governor role in an area such as Safeguarding, Inclusion or 
Finance. 
 
As a parent governor, you will bring your parental perspective to the LGB and, through your 
children, you will have first-hand experience of the curriculum.   

 
As a Parent Governor:  

• You are helping to ensure that the school meets the needs of all its pupils, not representing 
individual parents or their concerns.  

https://arkonline.org/our-approach
https://arkonline.org/uk-schools/admissions-and-policies


 
 
 
 

 
• Other parents may approach you with to concerns but you should not become personally 

involved in individual concerns, as this may compromise formal procedures. You should 
guide parents about appropriate lines of action and procedures.  

• You do not need to express opinions or vote in a particular way because you have been 
pressed to do so by other parents.   

• You are not there to promote the interests of your own children but of all children.   
• Objectivity is essential.  

  
You can complete your term of office if your child leaves the Academy and may resign at any time 
by giving notice to the Clerk to the LGB. Being a parent governor does not disqualify you from your 
usual rights as a parent including making a complaint.  

 
Like all Ark governors, you will need to be loyal to the decisions made by the LGB and respect the 
confidentiality – even if you personally voted against a decision, you must support the decision-
making process and take responsibility for the outcome.   
 
By volunteering your time, you are making a positive contribution to the school’s success 
and having an impact on the lives of our pupils, teachers and the local community. Your role as a 
parent governor can help you to develop transferable skills that are useful in your working life.  
 
Through being a governor, you will also have opportunities to raise the school’s profile and 
celebrate its successes within the local community.  
 
Appointment and Induction 
All parents, carers and guardians of children at the school are eligible to be candidates.  If you 
would like to be considered, please complete the online form at https://arkonline.org/uk-
schools/become-governor by the relevant deadline. The deadline for applications is Monday 8th 
January 2024 at 4:00pm 
 
If you would like any support completing this form or have any questions on the role before 
applying, please contact the Governance Regional Officer, Katie Bird – katie.bird@arkonline.org    
 
Applications will be considered by the Director of Governance in consultation with the Chair and 
Principal of the school and are likely to include a meeting with each candidate.  
 
Governors are provided with a structured induction and ongoing support by the Ark Schools 
Governance Team. 

 
Ark governors are appointed to a three-year term of office and commit to attending at least four 
two-hour LGB meetings each year, attending training and development sessions, as well as making 
contributions outside of meetings such as attending events and serving on panels.  
 
All Ark governors are required to adhere to the Ark Governors’ Code of Conduct, undergo an 
enhanced disclosure DBS check and to make an annual Declaration of Interest. This may require a 
governor to withdraw from specific discussions where they, a partner or close relative or associate 
stands to gain or where the governor is so close to a matter being discussed that it will be difficult 
for them to be impartial. 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTBcOB6qTP71EkCD4RC-K2ENURTU5NE1KTkNYSURWWEVYNjFDQkRUWkFQRy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTBcOB6qTP71EkCD4RC-K2ENURTU5NE1KTkNYSURWWEVYNjFDQkRUWkFQRy4u
mailto:katie.bird@arkonline.org


 
 
 
 

Attendance Statistics for this week 
 

Class Attendance 

Year R Bloom 93% 

Year R Rosen 89% 

Year 1 Benjamin 92% 

Year 1 Donaldson 89% 

Year 2 Jeffers 84% 

Year 2 King-Smith 73% 

Year 3 Hoffman 98% 

Year 3 Morpurgo 98% 

Year 4 Pullman 87% 

Year 5 Naidoo 93% 

Year 5 Zephaniah 98% 

Year 6 Blackman 92% 

Year 6 Tolkien 98% 

 
 

E-Safety updates 
 
Social Media Checklists - Updated 
 
South West Grid for Learning have produced some great, free 
checklists for a number of years and regularly update them. The 
most recent updates are for Snapchat and TikTok. 
 
 You can find the Snapchat checklist HERE and the TikTok 
checklist HERE. 
 
Parents - Xmas devices  
 
As Xmas is approaching many children and young people will be asking for new devices. It's 
important that parents think carefully about these devices and the parental features that are 
available. It's equally important parents think about what the device will be used for, e.g. an all-
singing-all-dancing smartphone when it will only be used for messaging and the odd phone call, 
would a simple phone be better? 
 
Internet Matters has put together a couple of really good guides for parents: 
 
How to choose the right phone for your child - HERE 
 
Children's tech guide 2023 - which has guides on a huge range of tech from laptops to gaming 
consoles, smart TV's and much more. The guides can be found HERE.  

https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=f9f646bb49&e=1a7256df89
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=6203967af7&e=1a7256df89
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=dc94fff88e&e=1a7256df89
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=38340e8238&e=1a7256df89


 
 
 
 

Resource - Primary and Parents - Lego Build and Talk 
 
Lego, makers of those plastic bricks that really hurt when you step on them, have created some 
wonderful activities for children aged 6-9 years which I think are very useful for parents.  There 
are six different topics which are designed to help children navigate the online world safely, 
including conversation starters. The topics include cyber bullying, screen time, false information 
and others. All the activities and resources are free. See HERE for further information. 
 
For Parents - Helping Children Create a Kinder World Online 
 
At the moment there seems to be so much hate online and being reported in the media. In this 
article from Internet Matters, 3 experts discuss how to create a kinder world online to promote 
positivity and kindness. You can see the Internet Matters article HERE. 
 
 

Free School Meals (FSM) Holiday Voucher Scheme 
Update from LBHF 
 
The FSM holiday voucher scheme is currently funded 
up to the February half-term 2024.  
 
The voucher scheme was introduced in 2020 as an 
emergency response to the COVID pandemic and was 
further extended with the onset of the cost-of-living crisis. 
The council has since developed broader cost of living 
support, to provide targeted support as well as more 
sustainable solutions to families facing crisis.  
 
Further to this, the ongoing provision of vouchers is under review pending a final 
budget decision in January.  
 
Continued support for families facing food crisis over the holidays support includes:  
 

• The Holiday Activity and Food Programme providing free meals to children 
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/holiday-activities-and-food-programme   

 

• The newly established Crisis Prevention Payments scheme providing up to £900 for 
households facing financial crisis https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/cost-living-support/apply-
crisis-prevention-payment  

 

• Support through the Cost of Living Crisis Team providing referrals and support through 
third sector partners (including Hammersmith & Fulham Foodbank and the Nourish Hub) 
and additional Cost of Living support including help with fuel, council rent and more Tel: 
0800 917 6994 (Open Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/cost-living-
support  

 

https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=a831547806&e=1a7256df89
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=531b01756e&e=1a7256df89
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/cost-living-support/apply-crisis-prevention-payment
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/cost-living-support/apply-crisis-prevention-payment
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/cost-living-support
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/cost-living-support


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 


